Comparison of a short examination procedure with an extensive diagnostic protocol for the diagnosis of temporomandibular disorders.
Eighty-nine patients who complained of temporomandibular disorders were examined using a short and long examination procedure. Seventy were females and 19 males. Mean age of the group was 31.53 years, with a range from 11 to 73 years. The agreement between the two examination procedures was tested using the Kappa statistic. This gave a value of 0.876 (P<0.001). This allowed rejection of the hypothesis that the agreement found between the two procedures was due to chance alone.